When most consider the word shelter ’chey au’comaﬁcally assume the worst. The worst peop le in the worst
situation in the worst place. Most peop le have on darkened g[asses when it comes to the words livmg in the
shelter. Al’chough most peop le don’t vealize that in a matter of days ’chey too could be in need of shelter.
Whether its an abusive relations h'qo ’chey are trying to escape or there home catches on ﬁve leaving them

with no’ch'mg. No matter the situation that leads peop le to be in need of a shelter for a per'tod of time 1d

hope that everyone has the opportunity to be allowed to stay tn a shelter even Vemo’tely similar to Talbot
Interfaith Shelter in Easton MD. Talbot Interfaith SHELTER ( something that covers or affords protection).
Al’chough this establishment is not your typ ical shelter with mul’t'qo le beds and group sleep Ing areas with
group bathrooms it is still a “HOMELESS SHELTER”. With separate bedrooms and bathrooms for each family

that has had to stay here and a group family s’cyle dinner every nigh’c its more like a home then a shelter.

Aﬁer staying at Talbot ]n’celcfai’ch Shelter for several months 1 can hones’cly say that it was where 1

considered my home fov that period of time. 1said 1 was going home not back to the shelter. Not only me
but my son and ﬁancé also. After Ioe'mg homeless for a peﬂod of time and staying in a motel and with fami(y
and ﬁfiends we ﬁnauy ran out of options and with no where else to go | started makmg phone calls to all the
local shelters in this area. None of which 1 found allowed for you to stay indoors dw'mg the cold winter
months fov several hours a day. Thank God 1 fovmd the number to TIS. Aﬁer interviewing with with the

ladies in charge. ] then moved into the shelter. We were glven our own room and bathroom anwing my son

for the ﬁrs’c time since birth to be in a stable environment and knowing that he wouldn’t have to move again

wntil we were Veady was huge Velief.

Before moving to T S 1was without a ] ob and didn’t know where 1 would end up. Now that we have been at

TISTam working qu time my son will be starting daycave soon and my ﬁancé will be able to start work'mg

also allowing us to ac’cua“y makeforward progr ess in lgC ¢ Va’cher ’chenfa”ing IO&CIQW&VO[S. We WL“ SoOoOn ’06 a/o le

to pwchase a car and aﬁord OUur own place s’ceadily mak'mg forwavd progress n the mean time. TIS has
allowed us to spend time Ioe’ctering our lives and our sons l@fe. We will be able to provide him with the [@fe he
deserves. 1 hones’dy don’t know where we would be gf we hadn’t found this “SHELTER”.

When it comes down to it we were not dmg addicts or bad peop le. Were not what most peop le think lives in

a shelter. We were stmp ly peop le that feu on hard times. TIS is tmly a Iolessing to the eastern shore of

Maryland. ] only wish that those in the same situation as 1 once was in are able to ﬁnd a place like TIS to

call home even Lf only for a short peviod of time. The peop le at TIS tmly care and go beyond there means
to he lp n anyway they can and I'm gra’ceful to have them has a part of my l'yfe.



